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Alliance welcomes the opportunity to comment Business Improvement Districts 

and Licensing of Pavement Cafes.
Business Improvement Districts
Alliance strongly endorses the concepts of BIDs and advocates their introduction into Northern Ireland.
BIDs have been successfully introduced in other jurisdictions, both internationally and elsewhere in the United Kingdom. There is a considerable body of evidence of lessons learned that is available. This should have been better referenced within the consultation document. Since 2005, over 100 BIDs have been created in Great Britain. There will no doubt be some cynicism from businesses regarding whether BIDs would provide value for money. Referencing practical examples from elsewhere could help to address such concerns.

While there is an underlying assumption, not least as this is a DSD consultation arising from the Department’s urban regeneration responsibilities, it is worth noting that BIDs can conceivably be applied to a range of settings including commercial, industrial, leisure and a mix of uses.
That said, there is an immediate imperative to revitalise town centres. BIDs have the potential to provide value-added schemes to address crime and anti-social behaviour, address the built environment and streetscape, promote economies of scale in supply and energy reduction.
Alliance believes that the introduction of BIDs can make areas more competitive and attractive. Furthermore, there is the opportunity for a multiplier effect whereby additional resources can be leveraged.
Alliance recognises that BIDs should proceed on the basis of public-private partnership. Councils should play a central role in assisting with and facilitating new partnerships, but could equally respond to local initiatives from the business community.
BIDs should be linked to particular projects. The nature of these projects should be generally agreed by Councils and the local business community before being put to a vote. Flexibility in these regards is important. BIDs should encourage both responsibility and greater localism.
Greater clarity regarding how the area covered by the potential BID and therefore the participating businesses is required. Similarly, there is a need for greater clarity regarding the voting system to be used.
Once BID agreed, then all businesses within the defined zone should pay. It is necessary to avoid free-riders.
It is not viable for Councils to collect the set Levies. As with the Rates, it should be the Land and Property Service that managing collection. 

There is also a need for greater clarity around management procedures within partnerships, including the setting of the level of the Levy on businesses.
Licensing of Pavement Cafes
The encouragement of a street café culture would potentially help in developing retail business, improve the commercial atmosphere, and provide amenity to locals and tourists alike.
The creation of a licensing regime would be welcomed by the Alliance Party and provide some regulation to an activity that already exists but without regulation and with the resultant tensions that can arise.
District Councils are the most obvious regulatory authority.

